Christmas Holiday Fishing Report

BIG SANDWASH RESERVOIR: No new fishing reports. The reservoir has ice Whiay be
fishable near the boat ramp but ice conditionsuakeown. It also looks like there is still open
water near the inlet. Please check the ice caydbeffore venturing out.

BULLOCK / COTTONWOOD RESERVOIRS: Both reservoirs have ice and someone has
walked on it for a short distance. However, we havecontacted any anglers who may have
fished it. Please check ice conditions carefullipbeventuring out. Remember the special
regulation on tiger muskie: you may keep one figt's 40 inches or over— anything less than
40 inches must be released. The reservoirs
L are located approximately five miles north of
e the town of Gusher.
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BROUGH RESERVOIR: Nothing new to
report. The presence of ice is likely. Please
check ice conditions carefully before
venturing out. The reservoir is being filled
and may be murky. To get to Brough, take
State Route 88 south from US Route 40
(Ouray Road). Turn west at the second dirt
road past the high power lines; it should be
signed. Follow this road approximately two
miles and pay attention to the signs. The
road can be quite rutted.

BROWNE LAKE: Reports indicate fair to
good ice fishing. Ice thickness is unknown
so check ice condition carefully before
venturing out. The gates have been closed to
the roads; access is now achieved by skis or
snowmobile. Warning: whirling disease was
found in this area. Do not move fish or fish

: parts from one water or area to another.

N Cleaning fish: Biologists now believe the
disposal of fish parts, especially the head antetke, is one of the primary reasons whirling
disease has spread to new waters. To avoid movmdjivg disease and other undesired
organisms, you should clean fish at home and dengadrts to a landfill. If that isn't possible,
please clean the fish and bury the parts at lédsyards away from the water where the fish
were caught

CALDER / CROUSE RESERVOIRS: Ice has formed on both reservoirs and there gres sif
someone walking out on it a short distance buteponts of ice fishing. Be careful on these lakes
as the ice has formed in irregular patches. Plelasek ice condition before venturing out. This
area received several inches of snow last weeleariy this week— more storms are predicted.
Under the new regulation, Calder is managed witrefdish so they will grow faster and larger,



while Crouse received catchable rainbows to prositester fishing put-and-take fishery. Calder
special regulations: flies and lures only, no hailisfish less than 22 inches must be released
immediately; the bag limit is one fish over 22 iash

CURRANT CREEK RESERVOIR: No new reports. Reservoirs at a similar elevasign

frozen and anglers are ice fishing. However, Cur@eek is a deeper reservoir and may not
have ice thick enough to support anglers; you dwesad to check ice conditions carefully before
venturing out. The area received snow last weekeanlg this week. Access to the dam will be
snow-covered. At this time of year, snow can gqyicklange road conditions and make area
roads impassible.

EAST PARK / OAKS PARK: East Park and Oaks Park reservoirs are ice-co\zrteabo
reports on thickness. The area also received sastwieek and early this week with more
expected. Winter road gates have been closed ssacnow by skis or snowmobile.

FLAMING GORGE: Currently, all boat ramps in Utah remain opendoat launching. The
northernmost ramps in Wyoming are closing due &o kirehole had four inches of ice on Dec.
16, and ice is visible down to about Sage Creekt{bokness there is unknown). Water
temperatures range from around 35°F to 42°F.

Lake trout: Fishing continues to be fair to good. Linwood Bayow open. Anglers continue to
report good fishing for 12- to 24-inch lake tromtthe Canyon, Antelope and Lucerne areas. Try
points next to deep water in Sheep Creek, Red CQartlge Skull Creeks and Jarvies Canyon.
You might also try the Antelope Flat /Lucerne a®acause of the cooler weather, fish are
moving throughout the water column. Try fishingfeliént depths or use a fish finder.
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If jigging, try tube jigs in white, chartreusej = ———~
glow or brown. Tipping your jig with a -
small chunk of sucker or chub meat may
increase success. Airplane jigs and jigging
spoons are also working well. No-stretch
line will help you feel strikes and set the
hook better. When trolling, check your
graphs, and use downriggers to get lures
like needlefish, other spoons and Rapalas
down near the bottom. Long-lining near the
surface—with small and large fish-
imitating lures—may produce large fish
that have spawned and are trying to fatten
up before cold temperatures arrive. Let out a abpihdred feet of line behind the boat or use
planer boards to get lures out to the side of trad.b

Unlike their larger relatives, the smaller lakeutrare excellent table fare when grilled. There's
an overabundance of lake trout smaller than 28asah the Gorge, so do your part to help the
fishery and keep a limit of eight fish. Larger lakeut fishing has been fair to good this fall at



traditional structure spots (from Big Bend soutiSteeep Creek Bay). Big lake trout eat big food,
so try larger lures and jigs. Remember, you may ke#y one fish over 28 inches.

Kokanee salmon:Kokanee may be harvested again. Fishing for kakangypically slow this
time of year. Try Sheep Creek or Jarvies Canyod,ganas far north as ice allows. You can find
fish throughout the water column, so try differdepths or anywhere you see fish on the graph.
Downriggers, long-lining, lead weights and planeaituls can get the small spoons (like
needlefish, triple teasers or other erratic-movings) down to the right depths. Troll at speeds
from 1.5 to 2.5 miles per hour.

Rainbow trout: Fishing has remained fair to good. Try castings$u+or baits like
worm/marshmallow combinations or PowerBait—fromrghd&'ou might also find success by
trolling spoons, popgear, Rapalas and spinnerk.das be in deep or shallow water, so try
different depths. Don't be afraid of harvesting saainbows—they are really tasty from the cold
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waters of the Gorge!

Burbot (Ling): Most burbot anglers are shifting to ice fishiniheugh a few have caught
burbot from boats. They were jigging in areas bellogvice (in 20-30 feet of water) over rocky
and shale bottom. All anglers should try to fismight or early in the morning in waters from
10-40 feet. In Utah, try fishing off the pointsareas like Antelope Flat, Linwood Bay or Sheep



Creek. In Wyoming, try fishing at Firehole, Lostdp&age Creek, Confluence, Buckboard,
Holmes Crossing, Anvil Draw, Skunk Cliffs and MaiGheek. Your decision to ice fish or use a
boat will probably depend on which areas have isafe

Use glow-tube or curly-tail jigs that are two todh inches in size and about 1/8 to 1/4 ounce in
weight. Glow-jigging spoons and jigging Rapala®al®rk well. Tipping with sucker or crayfish
meat and using smelly jelly or similar scents iayfish also seems to help. Make sure to
recharge the glow on lures often. During the dagseé fish will move deep (70-100 feet), so
jigging in deep water may produce some fish dutitegday. Once ice sets up, fish these same
locations with similar lures. Beginning Jan. 1, lang will be able to use up to six lines to fish
through the ice on the Utah side of the reser\meranglers will not need a two-pole permit to
e fish with more than one line. Please
see the2009 fishing guideboofor
details about this regulation change.

Netting in the reservoir has shown a
large increase in the number of
burbot present. Larger fish are more
than 30 inches long and weigh
between four and five pounds. If
caught in Utah, these fish must be
harvested. They were illegally
introduced to the upper Green River
drainage and could have a major
impact on other fish species. There
IS no limit on burbot. You cannot
waste the burbot in the Wyoming
end of the reservoir, and they can be
released there. However, please
don't release any of these fish. They
have been eating large amounts of
crayfish and are also consuming
kokanee salmon, smallmouth bass
and critical food sources for other
fish species. They could have an
extreme impact on the reservoir

y fishery and should be removed by
anglers whenever possible.

»

Burbot are delicious. They have Whlte flaky flesht is S|m|Iar to a perch. They can be breaded
and fried, or boiled and dipped in melted butter.

Smallmouth bass:Smallmouth fishing is typically slow during thenteér months. Try fishing
the rocky areas (where the crayfish are) and agljust depth until you find the fish, likely more
than 20 feet down. Crayfish-colored grubs on leadehjigs or small plastic worms, sinkos,
twitch and crankbaits may work if you can get tineIright in front of the fish. If you're fishing



in the canyon, keep a limit of 10 fish smaller tH&ninches to help thin out the population and
increase growth on remaining fish.

GREEN RIVER (UPPER): Daily flows will have two peaks, one early mornizigd one late
afternoon and early evening. Average daily flowstnriver will be around 1300 cfs with a
range from 850 cfs to 1890 cfs through Februarg dtuble-peaking flows requested by
Western Power Administration will likely continuerough the winter months, depending on
water availability. Visit théBureau of Reclamation Web sii@r the latest information on flows.

The brown trout have spawned so please try to asfmivning redds (egg nests). Try fishing
scuds, eggs patterns, and attractor nymphs duengds when no hatches are occurring. Watch
for baetis hatches to occur during the warmer prtise day. Streamer fishing has picked up.

Spin fishermen should try Rapalas (floating, coamta and husky jerk); spinners; spoons; black,
brown or olive marabou jigs; and plastic
jigs. Please check to see that your tube jigs
do not contain fish-attracting scents—they
are illegal to use in the river.

New Zealand mudsnails have been
documented in most areas of the river.
Please thoroughly clean mud and
vegetation from waders, boats and fishi
gear. If possible, completely dry equipme}
before leaving the area. A hot water bath,
(2120°F) will kill mudsnails, and spraying |
equipment with 409 or a similar soap |
solution before drying will increase
effectiveness.

GREEN RIVER (LOWER): The water level remains low with a few peaks d@ugatn or snow.
There haven't been any recent reports from angleyshe Jensen and Ouray areas for catfish.
There was an unconfirmed report of a 10-pound cblazat taken earlier this fall.

MATT WARNER RESERVOIR: Ice covered but be careful as it formed in irragyatches.
Signs indicate someone has tried walking on itdidn’'t go far. Access may be impassible now
as new snow in this area was followed by high winds

MOON LAKE: No new reports. This area has received snow dret ataters at similar
elevations are frozen. However, Moon Lake is failiyep and is slower to freeze. Please check
ice carefully before venturing out.

MOOSE POND: Moose Pond is now being refilled, and the surfadeozen. It was drained to
make some needed enhancements. The goal is te ereatlking/fishing structure along the
north end. The structure will provide safe accesb@aces to fish, so visitors don't have to use
the highway as a path. Part of this new walkway lvélaccessible to disabled visitors. As part of



the enhancement, the inlet and outlet structuréd®eirebuilt. And to create better fish habitat,
the pond will be dredged so that it's deeper inesareas. The work crew will stabilize a crack in
the bottom and create a nature/access trail tedbth. If everything goes as planned, the new
access structure should be ready, the pond filedlae fish stocked again by early next summer.

PELICAN LAKE: ltis frozen with a surface about five to six ieshthick. Anglers are
reporting fast fishing for bluegill with a few srhllss also being taken. Check ice conditions
carefully— especially around the edges. Pelicanresservoir and like most reservaoirs, ice lifts
and exposes new water around the edges as thegiagefilled.

RED FLEET RESERVOIR: No ice yet. Only a few anglers fished it over weekend and they
were seen catching several rainbows. Try fishirigaufky points.

STARVATION RESERVOIR: Ice can be seen forming under the bridge ovewtekend but
the main channel had big waves. Last reports frogheas mentioned that boaters were catching
yellow perch in about 60 feet of water.

STEINAKER RESERVOIR: Anglers continue to report fair to good fishing fainbows. Bass
and bluegill catch rates have dropped off. No Eefayet and boat ramp remains open.

UINTA MOUNTAIN LAKES AND
STREAMS: Fishing has been fair to
good for browns, rainbows and
mountain whitefish on the lower-
elevation streams. Lower-elevation and
larger streams are open, but higher-
elevation lakes and streams have ice.
Check ice conditions carefully, as ice is
~ recently formed and may not be thick
| enough yet. Most of the mountain trails
. are nearly inaccessible. The Uintas
o | , : | have had several snow storms over the
" s last two weeks and will receive
addltlonal snow later this week. Always go prepafmrdserlous weather, as the Uinta Mountains
are well known for frequent, unexpected stormstagt winds. The Uinta Mountains have a
four-trout limit with a bonus of four more broolott—see th&008 Fishing Guidebook for
details.

Great Skiing now Available

Park City Mountain Resort has received consisteotvsevery day for the past two weeks
resulting in a solid base and over 90% of its bpen. Park City Mountain Resort has a settled
snow depth of nearly three feet at mid-mountain4hthches at its summit snow stake.



Brian Head Resort received another 11" of powdsrriaht! The current base depth is 45" and
conditions are groomed
corduroy and powder. The
forecast for today is partly
cloudy skies and colder
temperatures, with more
snow moving in tomorrow.
Chairs 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6 and 8,
and the terrain parks off of
Chairs 3, 4 and 6, are
expected to be open today.

Highway 143 is snow-
covered from both Mammoth
£ o Creek and Parowan and
chains or 4-wheel-drive are
required this morning.

The Snow Tube Park is expected to open on Decedthédnly $15 for a 2-hour session!

Come ring in the New Year at Brian Head Resort!IMde’ starting the celebration at dark
(around 5:30 p.m.) with our annual Torchlight Paradd Fireworks Extravaganza. Then, head
over to the Giant Steps third floor restaurant:a0&.m. for a prime rib dinner, full bar and
dancing to a DJ. Reservations are required. Faildgvisit our website at www.brianhead.com.

NIE SKI DAY BENEFIT

Canyon Sports and Sundance Ski Resort are comhimengefforts to raise money and
awareness for the Christian and Stephanie Nieksarly.

On Saturday, August 16, 2008, Stephanie and Clmidlielson were in a
small plane crash along with their flight instrugtboug Kinnear, near St.
Johns, Arizona. Doug Kinnear passed

!.
. Nie ]

away soon after arriving at the Maricopa County piliag. (Christian
sustained burns on over 30% of his body, his wiépBanie’s body was burned over 80%.)
Their hospital expenses have far exceeded theiranse coverage.

For the past four years, Stephanie has maintaifobathe NieNie Dialogues about her life at
home as a wife and mom. It has become very popmldsince this accident it is now receiving
30,000 hits per day. KSL did a story about tmgleeir evening newscast, the Today Show
aired a similar story and People Magazine publisredrticle, so there has been a lot of interest
both locally and nationally about this family’s gft.

We are hoping to do something substantial with ékisnt and raise enough money to eleviate
some of the financial concern and hardship ondha&ly. We are organizing a ski day with



Sundance Ski Resort, to be held on January 8, laptbaeeds will be donated to the Nielsens’
recovery fund. (Stephanie was a ski instruct@watdance)

With a donation of $100 an individual can enjoyag @n the slopes at Sundance with
complimentary lunch from the Pizza Factory andsskilvboard rentals from Canyon Sports.

| hope you will consider this a worthwhile endeawad help us in promoting this event to
benefit this family. https://www.canyonsports.com/ski_for_nie.php

UPCOMING UTAH STATE PARKS EVENTS

January — March 31 Edge of the Cedars State Padein - Blanding

Range Creek Exhibit: Enjoy this informative dispyplaining the history of human interaction
with the land at Range Creek. Range Creek, oncwat® ranch situated near the Book Cliffs, is
the site of a large complex of Fremont habitatidriee area, now protected by the state of Utah,
has been the recent location of excavation andérelsen an effort to learn more about the
Fremont people. (435) 678-2238

January 10 Snow Canyon State Park — lvins

Sunset Hike: Explore the twilight sights and souofdthe canyon during a two-mile, round trip
evening hike at 4:30
p.m. (435) 628-2255

January 12

Wasatch o SR
Mountain State Park - ===~
Midway g
Animal Tracks and ’ J
Scat: Join park staff |
from 10 a.m. to noon tod, ™
learn about animal
tracks and scat. Winter
is a great time to look '
for signs of wildlife.
Many animals stay
active all winter long,
and learning to
recognize tracks and
scat can help make any
winter outing more
enjoyable. Meet at the Educational Yurt. Snowslavesavailable. (435) 654-1791

January 12 Jordanelle State Park - Heber



Basic Snowshoeingloin the park naturalist from 10 a.m. to noon &nebasic snowshoeing
skills, techniques and benefits of this winter $pStart at the visitor center for a brief
presentation, followed with a walk in the park. &sboes are available. (435) 649-9540

2009 BIG GAME GUIDEBOOK
It's on the Web

Everything you need to know to apply for a 2@iah big game hunting permit is available in
the 2009 Utah Big Game Guidebook.

The guidebook is availablewatvw.wildlife.utah.gov/qguidebooks.

Printed copies of the guidebook should belalvks at sporting goods stores and Division of
Wildlife Resources offices in early January.

The DWR will accept applications for 2009 lg@me hunting permits from Jan. 22 to Feb. 26.
DWR wants your fishing photos

Photos will be featured in new community fishinghiet.

If you fish with your kids, you probably have aa$t one photo that touches your heart every
time you see it.

g A family fishes at Gigliotti Pond in Helper,
& Utah.

“2 How about sharing that photo with anglers
% across Utah?

The Division of Wildlife Resource's newest
community fishing booklet might be the way.

The DWR is looking for five to six photos for
the booklet. To be considered, your photo must
be a vertical shot, taken with a digital camera at
one of Utah's 37 community fishing waters.

The photo can show just your children (includingni@gers) or both you and your children.

If you're unsure which waters in Utah are commuwni@ers or you just want to see last year's
community fishing booklet the booklet is availabtevww.wildlife.utah.gov/cf/2008 book.pdf
(PDF link).




The DWR needs your photos no later than Dec. 3adel e-mail them to
CommunityFisheries@utah.gov

"We print 17,000 copies of this booklet every yeand they always go fast," says Chris Penne,
community fisheries leader for the DWR. - Here'arnychance to be a star!"

Trout limit will change at two popular waters

If you can identify a rainbow trout, you shouldméve a challenge with new fishing regulations
at two of Utah's best trout-fishing waters.

Volunteer Services Coordinator Randall Stilson B@dscofield Reservoir tiger trout during the
semi-annual Division of Wildlife Resources gillnet survey.

The trout limit at Scofield Reservoir and Panguitetke will change on Jan. 1. Starting Jan. 1,
the following will be in effect:

The trout limit will be 4 trout.
Your 4-trout limit can include rainbow trout of asize.

Within your 4-trout limit, you can have
two cutthroat or tiger trout under 15
inches in length. You can also have ong
cutthroat or tiger trout over 22 inches
long. All cutthroat and tiger trout
between 15 and 22 inches long must be
released immediately.

Identifying rainbows

"Surveys have confirmed that rainbow trout are s
the easiest of the three trout for anglersto i ¥
identify," says Roger Wilson, cold water sporigs
fisheries coordinator for the Division of
Wildlife Resources.

"If you know what a rainbow trout looks like anathyou catch a fish that doesn't look like a
rainbow you'll know the fish you've caught is caekby the special regulations.”

The DWR has put a new brochure together to helpgentify rainbow trout. The brochure is
available atvww.wildlife.utah.gov/trout.pdf

Changes

The limit change at Panguitch Lake will allow yaukieep more rainbows. At Scofield
Reservoir, the change will help ensure fishing i@esgood at the reservoir for years to come.



Scofield Reservoir

DWR biologists say the Utah chub population in $ddfReservoir has increased dramatically
over the past two years. To try and keep the paipualan check, biologists will stock Bear Lake
cutthroat trout into the reservoir starting in sagr2009.

Putting Bear Lake cutthroats in the reservoir giMe it two "chub eaters" the Bear Lake
cutthroat trout, and tiger trout that are in theereoir now.

Putting special regulations on Bear Lake cutthraatstiger trout will help ensure plenty of the
large predatory fish stay in the reservoir.

"We put Bear Lake cutthroats in Strawberry Reserafter we treated the reservoir in 1990. The
cutthroats in Strawberry have been protected lpiathat's the same as the limit that will be in
place at Scofield starting Jan. 1," Wilson says.

"The cutthroats have kept the chub populationgnavierry in check. We hope they'll do the
same at Scofield.”

Scofield Reservaoir is just north of the town of felol.
Panguitch Lake

A four trout limit, which includes restrictions dne size of the fish you can keep, was in place at
Panguitch Lake since 2006. That was the year #eerlzopened to fishing after being closed to
remove Utah chubs.

Just like at Scofield, the regulations at Panguitake will help ensure plenty of Bear Lake
cutthroats and tiger trout stay in the lake to cgrdany chubs that might return. The difference
between the past regulation and the new regulaitrat your four trout limit can include
rainbow trout of any size.

"In the past, anglers had to release all troutweae between 15 and 22 inches long," Wilson
says. "This change will allow anglers to keep nrarabows."

Panguitch Lake is about 15 miles southwest of Pi#rigu
2009 fishing guidebook
All of Utah's fishing changes for 2009 are foundha 2009 Utah Fishing Guidebook.

The guidebook is available atvw.wildlife.utah.gov/quidebook<Printed copies are available at
DWR offices and from fishing license agents actdth.

Dec. 29 is the first day to apply for Dedicated Huter program

Applications must be received no later than Jan. 12



Applications must be received no later than Janlfi®u join Utah's Dedicated Hunter
program, you'll have a chance to participate irthate general buck deer hunts next fall. And
you can hunt in the region of your choice.

Four hunters in hills covered with light snow.
Division of Wildlife Resources photo

If that sounds good to you, Dec. 29 is an

5 important day. Dec. 29 is the first day you can

* = submit your application to join the program in
-~ 2009.

% But before you submit your application, you
¥ must learn more about the program by

< ; . s ! completing a free online course. The course is
avallable at/vww Wlldllfe utah qov/dh It takes at least 30 minutes to complete, so rsake you
give yourself enough time to complete the courderke/our application is due.

After completing the course, you must submit yqupleation atvww.wildlife.utah.govno later
than 11 p.m. on Jan. 12. You'll know by the weellasf. 19 whether your application was drawn
to join the program.

"A $10 application fee is the only fee you havep&y when you apply,” says Rhianna
Christopher, volunteer services coordinator for@igsion of Wildlife Resources. "If your
application is drawn, you don't have to buy a mmticense until it's time to get your deer
hunting permit.”

If your application isn't drawn to join the prograyou'll still have time to apply for a general
season buck deer permit. Applications for 2009 gdrszason buck deer permits will be
accepted from Jan. 22 to Feb. 26.

More information about the Dedicated Hunter programavailable atvww.wildlife.utah.gov/dh
You can also listen to an interview about the pragatwww.wildlife.utah.gov/radio

Seductive Swimbait Packs a Powerful Punch

The new SLURPIES® ROCK-R-MINNOW out swims the comitpen!

Bemidji, MN , December 18, 2008 - The swimbait erkas struck and continues to spread like
milfoil. Bass can't resist the methodic, tantalgiimning
motion. With the new SLURPIES® ROCK-R-MINNOW, fis
will be mesmerized by both its looks and action.The
intelligently engineered SLURPIES® ROCK-R-MINNOW
boasts a lifelike baitfish profile and wobbling jpiéeltail that
produces a “rockin’ and rollin” swimming actionahdrives
fish wild. The belly is slotted for easy weedlegging.




“The SLURPIES® ROCK-R-MINNOW is a perfect replicaimbait that eloquently wobbles to
entice the big ones. Don’t throw these on lighdrggo heavy to ensure high-fives when you
scoop ‘em into the net,” says tournament veterahTddAM NORTHLAND™ Pro Staffer Steve
Mattson.

Each package of SLURPIES® ROCK-R-MINNOW comes waithREE custom weighted
Gamakatsu® swimbait hook. The SLURPIES® ROCK-R-MDW is sold in two sizes (4 ¥2
and 5 inch) and eight provocative colors. The SLUFE® collection of bass catching plastics is
developed and tested by Team Northland™. An authon bass fishing, Northland Fishing
Tackle manufactures a complete line of bass fishirgg, including the legendary JUNGLE
JIG®, BUCK-SHOT® RATTLERS, JAW-BREAKER® SPOON, antany, many others.

Northland Fishing Tackle isn't letting off the pédaspite the state of the economy. Founded on
innovation, Northland is dedicated to product depaient and customer service regardless of
the price of a bushel of corn and troubles on \8taket. Someone has to keep feeding the fish,
and Northland considers it a duty and an honornkanre information and a 2009 product
catalog, contact Northland Fishing Tackle, Inc.

Annual Christmas Display Contest

We are happy to announce our Annual Christmas 8ys
Contest. This year we have more prizes and more tza
win. Like last year, we have the YouTube contest the
Traditional Contest.

The YouTube Contest is a random drawing. We dquuge your display
we just randomly pick one of the entries.

Christmas - o _
2 Display w The Traditional Contest is a judged contest. W& fhe best from a
Contest ! number of categories. This year we have added 2d0ntries and

0 N Commercial Displays as new categories. Enter Batht&sts!
: $4400 ey :

In Cash & Prizes

From all of us at Light-O-Rama we wish you a vitgrry Christmas!
Click Here Far Details! Dan
When you enter the Traditional Contest, we plaa# yideos on our video page!

Entries must be received on or before January 0692

BECOME THE SKIER OF YOUR DREAMS WITH A DEER VALLEY SPECIALTY
PROGRAM

DEER VALLEY RESORT, PARK CITY, UTAH (December 220@8) — Deer Valley® Resort’'s
Skier Services offers a great selection of spgcgt programs designed to improve skiers’



skills, confidence, knowledge and overall enjoyn@ihe sport. Whether you're a beginner
skier who wants to get the basics down, a younggteris just starting out, a teenager who
needs a great gang of like-skiing kids to cruigerttountain with or an accomplished athlete who
needs a little brushing up on skills, specialtygpams offer focused attention for all ability

levels. Programs offered at Deer Valley this seascude:

Mahre Training Center Ski Camps: Deer Valley sagked to present for the fourth season the
Mahre Training Center Ski Camps, hosted by Amerfogmpic medal winners and brothers,
Phil and Steve Mahre. Three-day camps are schetwiddnuary 9 — 11, 2009; and February 6
— 8, 2009. Five-day camps will be held January 18,2009 this season. Class sizes for the
clinics are typically between five and seven peoatges 12 years and older, for all ability zones.
Cost for each clinic is $685 (including lift ticlstfor the three-day camp and $1,040 (including
lift tickets) for the five-day camp. Participantdlweceive six hours of daily instruction by Deer
Valley’s top ski instructors, the chance to skinihil and Steve Mahre during the camp, daily
lift tickets, evening sessions, the unique Mahr&ning Center progression, video and other
amenities.

Adult Specialty Programs: Deer Valley will alsontiaue its highly popular Men’s and
Women’s Adult Specialty Programs this season, cotedliby Deer Valley's top ski instructors.
The programs feature stance, balance and alignamaysis, Dartfish technology video analysis,
new equipment demo and a get-acquainted socialekhgs multiple hours on the slopes
perfecting and enjoying the craft!

One Men’s Weekend (all ability zones) is offered season, January 30 - February 1, 2009. The
cost is $495 per person, excluding lift ticket. TMen on Thursdays program (all ability zones)

is $630 per person, excluding lift tickets, andsrfime consecutive Thursdays, January 15, 22, 29
and February 5 and 12, 2009. The Women on Wednsgatagram (all ability zones)

is $630 per person, excluding lift tickets, andsfime consecutive Wednesdays, January 14, 21,
28 and February 4 and 11, 2009. Two Women’s Weiskéall ability zones) are offered thls
season, either January, = ’
30 - February 1, 2009, u}
or February 27 — JfF
March 1, 2009. The
cost is $495 per persor
excluding lift ticket. :

offers a wide array of
children’s specialty
programs for kids from~__.
3 to 14 years old. “
Specialty Programs offer children the opportunstymhprove their skiing in a fun, safe
environment over a two- to six-week period fromukay through February.



The Teen Escape for those 13 to 18 years of ababiaty levels). Teens can enjoy a mountain
experience with other teens while being coachethermynamics of skiing. Teen Escape is
offered 12/20/08 — 1/4/09; 1/16 — 1/19/09; 2/1222709 and 3/8 — 4/3/09, from 10 a.m. to
3:45 p.m. daily. The cost is $170 per person anhtlides lesson and lift ticket.

The Pre-school Programs (for children 3 to 5 yetisare offered Mondays/Wednesdays
(January 12, 14, 19, 21, 26, 28 and February 21a8009) or Tuesdays/Thursdays (January 13,
15, 20, 22, 27, 29 and February 3 and 5, 2009) @m. to noon or 1 to 4 p.m. Cost is $426
for lesson only and $522 with a lift ticket.

The Friday Afternoon Program is for children agde 34 and runs from 1 to 4 p.m. on January
9, 16, 23, 30 and February 6 and 27, 2009, from4Lg.m. Cost is $323 for lesson only $395
with a lift ticket.

The Saturday or Sunday Ski Experience is for chiidrges 3 to 14 years and runs Saturdays
(January 10, 17, 24, 31 and February 7 and 28,)20@9Sundays (January 11, 18, 25; February
1 and 8 and March 1, 2009) from 9 a.m. to 3 p.nst@0$514 for lesson only and $628 with a
lift ticket.

Advance reservations are required for all of Dealley’s Specialty Programs.
For more information on the amenities and prograffesed to Deer Valley guests through Skier

Services this season, please contact Emily SumiResnrt Communications Coordinator at
800-424-DEER (3337) or 435-645-6518, or visit thes&t website atww.deervalley.com

Results of Utah BLM Quarterly Oil and Gas Lease S&

SALT LAKE CITY — The Bureau of Land Management hatdquarterly oil and gas lease sale
today. Although bidding was stopped for a shortgueof time, the lease sale was completed.
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Managein@pecial Agents detained two registered
bidders. Agents are conducting an investigatiah@ordinating with the U.S. Attorney’s

Office into the possibility that federal offensesre&r committed by these bidders in an apparent
effort to impede the bidding process. For questi@garding this investigation, please contact
Melody Rydalch at the U.S. Attorney'’s office at {3@43-6475.

At the sale, the BLM sold 116 of the 131 offeredcpss, totaling 148,598 acres of federal land
located in Carbon, Duchesne, Emery, Garfield, Gr&aah Juan and Uintah Counties at the Utah
guarterly oil and gas lease sale conducted todthedBLM Utah State Office in Salt Lake City.
During the oral auction, BLM received $7,234,577i/%5@®onus bids for the federal oil

and gas lease rights. In addition to the bonus, birek sale netted $222,951 in rental fees and
$16,240 in administrative fees, for $7,473,768rbtbtal revenues from this lease sale.

Enduring Resources, LLC of Denver, CO submittedhilgaest total bid per acre and the highest
total bid per parcel on parcel 137containing 2,464cres in the Vernal Field Office. The total
bid per acre was $270 for a total amount of $592@bthe parcel.



Dec. 2008 Utah Oil and Gas Lease Sale Results Symma

| Highest Bid/Parcel: $592,650 |

| Total Receipts Due $7,473,768.50 |

Totals include bonus bids, first year’s rental @nocessing fees.

Holiday Hours — 2008 Bear River Wildlife EducationCenter
Monday, December 22 12:00 - 5:00

Tuesday, December 23 12:00 - 5:00

Wednesday, December 24 CLOSED

Thursday, December 25 CLOSED

Friday, December 26 CLOSED

Saturday, December 27 CLOSED



Monday, December 29 12:00 - 5:00

Tuesday, December 30 12:00 - 5:00

Wednesday, December 31 CLOSED

Thursday, January 1 CLOSED

Friday, January 2 CLOSED

Saturday, January 3 Back to regular hours

HAPPY HOLIDAYS From the Bear River Refuge Staff
Information: (435) 723-5887

Stimulus efforts suggested for Conservation Projest

December 18, 2008

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker of the House

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Harry Reid

Senate Majority Leader

U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Majority Leader Reid,

The undersigned organizations, representing a skveiembership of ovérmillion
conservationists, sportsmen and women and othdoouenthusiasts, strongly support funding
for habitat conservation and associated greendmireture within the economic recovery
package being considered by Congress and the ingofdministration.The attached
recommendations represent a unique consensus amoagvide range of organizations
specifically aimed at habitat-oriented projects tha benefit fish and wildlife while

stimulating local economies, particularly through pb creation. This request includes a subset
of, and is intended to reinforce and build upom, lbitat-related recommendations contained
within other stimulus proposals for these agendiés.respectfully ask you to support stimulus
funding for these conservation programs in additmthe funding that will be provided through
authorizing language or the annual appropriationsgss.

Our natural resources provide a variety of econdraiefits through tourism, hunting and
fishing, and other recreational activities. Howewspite critical investments by the federal
government, non-profit sector and others, signifidanding is needed to ensure healthy
ecosystems, quality fish and wildlife habitat, smdblic access for future generations. There are
significant opportunities to accelerate habitataegion on private and public lands in the United
States through existing federal programs. As ifiedtin the recommendations, additional
investment in habitat restoration offers the paédmd provide significant job-creation benefits in
the areas of engineering, landscaping, hydrologlyadher biological fields. Furthermore, habitat
restoration requires a labor force of specializggiment operators, construction crews, and
many other diversified skilled laborers.

Our estimates indicate that over 160,000 jobs woulde created through this funding

request. This figure represents direct job creatioras a result of the proposed stimulus
investments and does not include secondary job créan. Most of these programs and



projects would be initiated and jobs created within3-6 months, with the goal of completing
obligations within one year.

In several cases, the federal agencies were apl®tade specific job estimates for their
programs. If job information was not availabletanslard multiplier of 20.3 jobs/$1 million was
used for restoration projects and 15.6 jobs/$lionilvas used for construction-based projects
based upon an economic analysis conducted by tvedatdc Policy Institute. To expedite
project implementation, we ask that you stronglgstder waiving or minimizing the match and
cost-share requirements for programs that suppojgts with clear conservation benefits. Both
programmatic funding requests and spending timelassume these requirements are waived.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Sincerely,

American Bird Conservancy

American Rivers

American Sportfishing Association
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
Boone and Crockett Club

Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Defenders of Wildlife

Ducks Unlimited

Environmental Defense Fund
Everglades Foundation

Federation of Fly Fishers

lzaak Walton League of America

Land Trust Alliance

Mule Deer Foundation

National Association of Conservation Districts
National Audubon Society

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
National Parks Conservation Association
National Wild Turkey Federation

National Wildlife Federation

National Wildlife Refuge Association
Pheasants Forever

Quail Forever

Quail Unlimited

The Nature Conservancy

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
The Wilderness Society

The Wildlife Society

Trout Unlimited

Wildlife Management Institute

Wild Salmon Center

Habitat Stimulus Package Justification



U.S. Department of Interior and U.S. Forest Service

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)

Habitat Restoration Programs $250 million/5075 jobs

FWS operates a number of commusbgsed voluntary habitat restoration programs thoaikun
tandem to benefit federal trust species. Thesergnog engage States, Tribes, governmental and
nongovernmental organizations, industry, and privatelbwners through targeted funding to
improve fish and wildlife habitat. The Partners Fash and Wildlife Program, National Fish
Habitat Action Plan, Fish Passage, and Coastalr®mgamong others, currently have a

backlog of projects and could quickly deliver fumglifor habitat restoration projects. The
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program providesfinial and technical assistance to landowners
to restore critical habitat on private lands. Gsaawarded under the National Fish Habitat Action
Plan support fish habitat conservation partnersiipish result in restored and enhanced aguatic
communities. The Fish Passage Program seeks toveeamol bypass fish barriers to restore
natural flows and fish migration. The Coastal Pamgmorks with partners to implement habitat
restoration and protection projects that restorentvance coastal wetland ecosystems. Together
these programs have the potential to advance pactterships to create immediate restoration
jobs while providing longerm benefits to threatened and endangered spetgstory birds,
inter-jurisdictional fish, certain marine mammals, anel flabitats on which they depend.

North American Wetlands Conservation Act $50 nmlll®15 jobs

The North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWG#\the most successful
public-private initiative dedicated to restoring and erdiag wetland ecosystems in the United
States. Since the Act’s inception in 1989, NAWCA lsanserved more than 20 million acres of
critical wildlife habitat through more than 1600-the-ground projects. With wetland losses
expected to exceed an average of 80,000 acregpeayd given that more than half of all
threatened and endangered species utilize wetlapithls during part of their life cycle, the need
for increased wetland restoration projects is obsidstimulus funding will help to meet the
nationwide demand for the program, which far exsemdhilable funding on an annual basis.
Project implementation includes largeale restoration which requires engineering and
construction jobs at the local level. Given NAWCARS year track record of strong
public-private partnerships and successfully deliveringtaaprojects on the ground, it has the
proven ability to begin work immediately.

State Wildlife Grants $150 million/4052 jobs

Congress required that each state and territorgldp\a State Wildlife Action Plan to conserve
fish and wildlife, especially those that are rand declining. Since the plans were approved in
2006, states have accumulated a backlog of prdjeatan be implemented within 1 year by
local contractors. States have identified priosigsech as wetland and stream restoration,
invasive species control, reforestation, grasskrtishrubland management etc. on both public
and private lands. Nearly $400 million in shewehdy habitat projects have been identified; an
additional $150 million infusion into the State life Grants program would ensure that the
highest priority projects would be implemented glyicProjects are ready to go in California,
lllinois, Florida, Texas, New Jersey, Wisconsin 28ther states. States have existing
infrastructure in place to administer and providecantability for contracts and to ensure
intended outcomes are met.

Refuge Operations & Maintenance $483 million/68&sj



FWS has an operations and maintenance backlogeof®3/5 billion for the National Wildlife
Refuge System; from this, the Refuge System hastifal projects totaling over $440 million
for habitat restoration and invasive species coprt@ects which could begin within 3 months.
With these additional funds, the System can quibklg and deploy teams from the local
community and Youth Conservation Corps to eradiratasive species and restore native
habitat on refuge lands. Habitat work would inclydnting of native trees, grasses and other
plants as part of comprehensive efforts to restateimprove up to 500,000 acres of habitat in
the System. In addition, jobs would be createdufhoconstruction and restoration of water
management structures within the System. These®#oll enhance fish and wildlife habitat
while providing a host of other benefits, includithgod control, improving water quality,
groundwater recharge, and carbon sequestrationglgsiisting priorities, FWS will contract
local companies and workers to repair, construdtrastore levees, dikes, pumps, valves and
other systems. Lastly, the System also has idedtfi’ readyo-go transportation projects
totaling over $40 million in 23 states and PuericoRhat will also foster private sector jobs. The
FWS has a proven track record of quickly and effitly converting significant emergency
funding into positive ottheground results.

Imperiled Species Recovery $50 million/1015 jobs

FWS is charged with leading or-t®ading recovery efforts intended to save more th3a0
endangered and threatened species of Americanfeiiiid plants from going extinct. However,
the GAO has reported that appropriated dollars lgaxen the agency only enough funding to
spend a mean of approximately $50,000 per spdai@sost years, agencies report spending less
than $1,000 per species for an average of 20 peotall the protected species. Multiple
peerreviewed studies have shown that the lack of fupti@mpers conservation efforts —
wildlife receiving the least funding is most likely be still in decline. Grant programs to support
private landfocused efforts to conserve endangered speciea hadklog of more than $28
million every year from 2002007, which increased further when programs redengefunding

in 2008. Accelerated funding for endangered spamaservation and restoration projects would
support businesses including fencing contractanssituction companies, fire professionals and
local fire departments, engineering firms, and arsities.

San Francisco Bay Restoration $25 million/507 jobs

The South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project aneratiajor habitat restoration projects in San
Francisco Bay have as a goal the restoration af 8&/@®00 acres of tidal wetlands to provide
habitat to 500 species of wildlife, provide wildibriented public access and recreation, and
provide critical flood management for numerous camities surrounding the Bay in the midst
of rising sea levels. Six of the major restorafojects, totaling over 31,000 acres, are on state
and federal property. Stimulus funding would all@storation work to be accelerated at these
sites through contracts with local engineering emstruction companies. Project work would
take place primarily on state and federal landsuitih cooperative efforts between state, federal
and local governments, ngovernmental organizations, and private interédtsvork would
provide significant environmental benefits, suclwaser quality improvement, increased flood
protection and enhanced species habitat. Projegp®ped have restoration plans and most
permits in place, and some matching funding islaliba. As a result, these green projects can be
underway quickly and will have an immediate effectjobs and the economy.

Bureau of Land Management (BLM)



Healthy Lands Initiative $55 million/850 jobs

BLM has identified multiple landscagevel restoration projects throughout the West it
provide immediate jobs and loitgrm environmental benefits. Projects include straad

wetland improvements, invasive species managemesihmation of abandoned well pads and
roads, and other conservation practices. As an pbeartine Carlsbad Field Office in New

Mexico has nearly $25 million worth of native grasstoration projects that have already
received National Environmental Policy Act (NEPAgarance and are waiting for funding to
begin. These projects, like other pending projdutsughout the West, will enhance biological
diversity and reestablish native plant and aninadlitats while supporting rural and urban
communities.

Riparian Habitat Restoration/Wildlife, Fisheriesdhif&E Species/Native Plants $215
million/3040 jobs

BLM manages more land, and more wildlife and figbitat, than any other federal agency
including half of the remaining habitat for the ienped sage grouse and almost 15 million acres
of prairie grasslands vital to many declining giasd dependent species. The agency has
identified readyto-go projects in several important program areaswilhtonserve and restore
fish and wildlife habitat. Wildlife and FisherieBhreatened and Endangered Species, and
Riparian Habitat Restoration efforts would inclymejects that improve habitat quality and
connectivity, especially within sagebrush and o#esrsitive habitat types; treat invasive plants
and replant with native species; restore river strehm channel function and form; reconnect
side channels; improve water quality and flow; aadduct inventory and assessments of critical
riparian wetland areas. All of these activitieslwelquire local contractors and provide economic
benefits for local communities. In addition, thetiMa Plant Materials Development program is
becoming increasingly critical in ensuring thatrages have genetically appropriate materials to
restore native plant communities on public landesponse to wildfire, invasive plants, climate
change and other threats to native landscapeswidnkswould also foster local employment and
include collection of endangered, sensitive aneotiative plant species and development of
seed transfer zones and agricultural techniquesdtive plant crops.

BLM/Forest Service Abandoned Mine Reclamation $4don/5733 jobs

The Abandoned Mine Land (AML) program seeks to mlate or reduce dangers to public
health, safety and the environment as a resuthpécts related to abandoned hard rock mines or
public lands. There are over 12,000 abandoned nainéspproximately 80% need remediation.
In addition, there are estimated to be a total08f,a00 500,000 abandoned sites yet to be fully
characterized for remediation. Environmental protddrom abandoned mines include:
contaminated/acidic surface and ground water; toakgiled waste rock and mill tailing piles.
Further, surface runoff can carry AMiriginated silt and debris dowstream, eventually leading
to stream clogging. Sedimentation results in tlrekdge of the stream and can cause flooding of
roads and/or residences and pose a danger to Ibhe.pu

Sedimentation may also cause adverse impactshonlie cost estimates to clean up abandoned
hardrock mines range from $3&70 billion. An infusion of funding for the AML pgram

would have substantial environmental benefits wétilmulating jobs within local communities.
Office of Surface Mining and Reclamation (OSM)

Acid Mine Drainage Remediation $200 million/406Bg0



OSM in the Interior Department administers a progthrough which fees are collected from
coal mining and are dispersed to states and Ttdoekminate human health threats from
abandoned coal mines and clean up abandoned ns@sg including eliminating acid mine
drainage leaking from abandoned mines. This tygmotifition had killed or damaged thousands
of miles of streams in coal country from Pennsyladn Tennessee. Despite the reauthorization
of this program in 2006 and eventual increase mdlifog for these projects, the states have a
pressing backlog of projects that can be quicklglemented (within 1 year) and done by local
contractors, putting people to work in economicallyd hit communities in the Appalachian
region. These projects include construction of padseatment projects to capture and clean
acid mine drainage before it enters streams, atiekdceatment facilities which add lime to
streams over time buffer acidity and increase sirkaalth. State water quality and fisheries
agencies have existing infrastructure in placedtoiaister and provide accountability for
contracts, and work closely with the OSM and U.BAHEo ensure projects have their intended
outcomes.

Bureau of Reclamation (BOR)

Water Resources Conservation $200 million/3120 jobs

BOR is the largest water manager in the westertedr$tates and, as a result, has a significant
impact on freshwater ecosystems in the West. VWhdeBureau’s mission is focused on water
supply, the agency has supplemental authoritiesldvess endangered species and other
environmental concerns related to its projects. B@dects suffer from serious maintenance
neglect with much of the water infrastructure masthlgy the agency in need of rehabilitation
and repair.

While we support investment in the Bureau’s watgpdy projects, before investing funding in
outdated infrastructure, it is important to selze opportunity to evaluate whether existing
infrastructure is meeting current needs and if teotemove it. Furthermore, new investment in
rehabilitation of water supply infrastructure afferan opportunity to identify modifications that
both meet water supply needs and benefit the emwviemt. Examples of environmentally
beneficial projects the Bureau could fund includgprioving the efficiency of water delivery
systems to provide water for environmental purposexlifications to facilities for fish passage,
removal of unused or derelict facilities and cormkdlon of irrigation or other diversions to
provide environmental benefit, and restorationipémnan habitats to meet endangered species or
other environmental goals.

National Park Service (NPS)

Operation and Maintenance $913 million/23,000 jobs

National park roads and facilities are threatenedldd age and demanding public usage. The
parks have readp-go transportation projects that would produce phd enable visitors to
experience parks without damaging the naturalucallt historical and archaeological resources
inside the parks. In addition, many parks in bb#nEastern and Western United States are
heavily relied upon as critical transportation @ors to important yet remote areas. Many towns
and businesses rely on adequately maintained parksisiness and job creation, but the backlog
of transportatiosrrelated infrastructure projects remains dauntingréhtly, the National Park
Service receives approximately $500 million legsrépairing and renovating its roads and
bridges, transit alternatives and associated fronnhtry trail than NPS estimates is needed
annually. The NPS has estimated that road andéaalirs comprise 53% or $4.5 billion of the
$8.4 billion infrastructure backlog facing the parkn addition to road projects, NPS has



identified economic opportunities in equipment aggiment, trail maintenance, line item
construction projects, facility maintenance, supmatary deferred maintenance, and high risk
abandoned mine lands. These projects will addmi#ssat needs of the park service as well as
create jobs in the private sector.

Natural Resource Stewardship $130 million/1828 jobs

NPS is responsible for sustaining diverse bioldgtcanmunities and improving the health of
watersheds, landscapes, and marine and coastalees@nd on park lands. NPS conducts these
activities with the support of contractors and aapors through its Natural Resources
Management program. As part of the Centennialatmte, NPS has identified showaady
projects designed to control invasive speciesprestisturbed park lands, restore stream and
surface waters to State and Federal water quaditydards, and to improve the status of
threatened and endangered species and speciesafement concern. Additional funding will
also allow these types of projects to begin whidhresult in immediate jobs and will provide
long-term improvements to the health of our NationakPands.

U.S. Forest Service

Vegetation and Watershed Management and Rangelasiiftion $343 million/5300 jobs

The Forest Service lacks adequate funding to adelguaanage forest, range and grasslands in
the United States. Stimulus funding would allow dgency to work with local organizations and
contractors to restore and manage sustainabledomadle improving water quality, wildlife
habitat and ensuring a quality supply of wood aédt products. Funding is also needed to
improve rangeland health through active gostand invasive species management, including
the collection and use of native seeds.

Roads and trails (includes modifications for fisilspage) $217 million/3600 jobs

An important management tool for the Forest Servickides the management, maintenance,
reconstruction and decommissioning of roads anid frathe National Forest System. The
agency has identified 2000 miles of road decommmissg projects for which the NEPA process
is already complete, and has a backlog of $430amilh trail and road removal and repair work
under the Legacy Roads and Trails Remediation Brog&timulus funding would allow the
Forest Service to immediately address this bactfqaojects that will improve recreational
access and enhance habitat conditions for fishwaldéife. This work would involve thousands

of private, labotintensive positions and provide increase revenoiesifal communities across
the United States.

Wildlife and Fisheries Habitat Restoration $100Iioil/1600 jobs

Our national forests and grasslands play an esseolé in the conservation of our nation’s
wildlife and habitat. About 425 species listed unithe Endangered Species Act and an
additional 3,250 atisk species are found on Forest Service landssd lads encompass an
amazing array of habitats, from alpine tundra épital rainforest, deciduous and evergreen
forests, native grasslands, wetlands and variaasstieams, lakes, and marshes. National forest:
often contain significant headwaters and streamhemimportant to freshwater creatures like
fish, mussels and crayfish, a higher percentagehath are considered-ask than other species.
Under the Wildlife and Fisheries Habitat Managemm@ngram, jobs would include restoration
and improvements for streams and lakegstablishment of spawning areas for fish, eradioati
of invasive aquatic and terrestrial species, rdiiaton of wetland, firedependent,



earlysuccessional, prairie grassland, and other hapgimtectural habitat improvements, and
restoration of other habitats for threatened, egdeed, and sensitive species.

Hazardous Fuel Reduction & PeBire Restoration $1.2 billion/21,700 jobs

More than 100 million acres of federal, state, pridate lands are at high risk from damaging
wildfire. Addressing the fire threat by removingeogrown brush and trees and restoring forest
health at a national scale will stimulate localremmies and put people to work in the wildland
urban interface and in rural communities. Priositypuld be given to NERAeady projects that
enjoy broad stakeholder support, including remavavergrown brush and trees in the
wildland urban interface, as an effective technigugimp start restoration of degraded
ecological systems and to enable fire to playatsiral role even as climate change extends the
fire season. The National Fire Plan, with its smgté program of hazardous fuels reduction, has
already spawned the beginning of a green industrggtore forest health and reduce wildfire
threats. These existing industries range from conityibased operations with chainsaws and
trucks to large mukstate operations with mechanical harvesters andrkeds of employees.
Under current programs, only 3 million acres ofisit forests can be treated each year and the
backlog is growing faster than the treatments aapkup.

Accelerated fuels treatment will require sustaifigtling to the federal land management
agencies and states and capacity building to gettrkforce and business infrastructure in
place.

Department of Transportation

Federal Highway Administration

Culvert replacement (to benefit fish and wildli#4)00 million/1560 jobs

Fish-friendly culverts and bridges are needed to restockeprotect stream function and reduce
habitat fragmentation. Culverts also provide midtggnvironmental benefits such as improved
fish and wildlife connectivity, sediment transpand passage of woody debris. Nationwide,
there are thousands of fish passage projectsthahavelready and will provide immediate
construction jobs in local communities. In WashargCounty, Oregon alone it is estimated that
there are 1,000 culverts that need to be repaireeptaced with an estimated price tag in excess
of $25 million.

Wildlife Corridor Crossings $100 million/1560 jobs

Habitat fragmentation is among the most seriousatisrto species and biological diversity.
Highways have divided wildlife habitat into smalfgatches, reducing wildlife movement
between core habitat areas for foraging, matind,ather life functions. Estimates indicate
between 725,000 and 1.5 million wildkfeshicle collisions annually, killing 200 motorisiad
injuring 29,000 more while costing $1 billion ingperty damage. Effective habitat connectivity
measures have been shown to reduce witdbfeicle collisions by 80 to 100%. Loss of
connectivity will be further exacerbated by globlnate change, potentially altering wildlife
home ranges and movement corridors. With stimwlndihg, the transportation and natural
resource sectors can work together to hire locatiraotors to design and construct habitat
cores and corridors to allow for safer wildlife neowent.

Federal Highway Culverts and Roads $500 millionytbs

In the past, most roagtream crossing design has been aimed at minimeastg, protecting the
road and minimizing traffic interruptions. Lesseation has been given to protecting stream
functions, such as sediment transport, fish andlfglpassage, and the movement of woody



debris. Many bridges and culverts disrupt thesegsses causing ecological degradation. The
last transportation bill provided authorization dadding for retrofitting culverts on Forest
Service lands to improve habitat connectivity. HRyiority Project funding was allocated to
Alaska for similar work. This initial investmentrfbridge and culvert retrofits should be
expanded through existing funding authorities t@d modifications on Forest Service, Fish and
Wildlife Service and Park Service land.

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program Wildlifieiendly Fencing $40 million/812 jobs

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQiRyvides cosshare funding to private
landowners for conservation practices, includintglive-friendly fencing for birds and other
wildlife. Historically, wire fencing has been usaslthe primary means of confining or excluding
livestock. As a result, millions of miles of fengaimarily barbed wire, have been installed
across the habitat ranges of sage grouse, praigken, pronghorn, mule deer, whitgled deer
and other wildlife species. These species evolwaipen habitats, generally free of vertical
features or flight barriers. A significant amoumtortality for declining wildlife is attributable

to collisions, with the mortality rate as high @&pkrcent in some prairie chicken populations.
The proportion of nesting females dying as a redutbllisions may be causing problems with
long-term population viability. Similarly, fencing camsdupt or prevent migration of mammals
along traditional migration routes between sumnmelr&inter habitat. This funding is needed to
expand efforts to eliminate a backlog of projeotsaplace current fencing with new fencing that
allows animal movement and lowers mortality.

Wetlands Reserve Program Upland Habitat Enhancesr&2f million/507 jobs

The Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) is a widely lsopoluntary conservation program that
continues to provide benefits to farmers, ranchard,other landowners throughout the U.S. It
also provides profound public benefits. This progaovides a critical tool in addressing the
oftencontentious issue of the existence of wetlandsiiagricultural landscape by delivering an
economically viable option that addresses the rastm and conservation of these wetlands.
However, many wetlands restored through the WRFP htle if any adjacent native prairies.
Since many wetland dependent species depend amsesdecomplexes of wetlands and native
prairie, stimulus funding could be targeted at amdls enrolled in the WRP that could be
enhanced by restoring adjacent nafivairies. This funding would allow landowners toehi

local contractors to assist with these restoragiforts on private land.

Small Watershed Dam Removal and Rehabilitation Rmogb260 million/4200 jobs

The Natural Resources Conservation Service hasrootesd dams and related structures through
USDA watershed programs (P. L. 534 and P. L. 5@§)rining in the late 1940s. Many of these
structures are now past their engineered lifetilAging dams can pose serious risks to lives and
property in nearby communities. There is a critiea$d to address these risks in a way that also
benefits our environment. Providing an additior26@ million to NRCS for dam repair,
decommissioning and watershed restoration projeatiiding projects involving the restoration
of wetlands and riparian habitat, will generate enibran 4000 contracting jobs, including
construction jobs, while also improving water gtyaéind recreation opportunities in rural and
other small communities. Legislation providing theslditional resources should make clear that
only projects that produce clear environmental benalong with increasing public safety and
providing economic benefits to communities showddiunded.



Conservation Innovation Grants $40 million/812 jobs

Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG), authorizadulgh the Environmental Quality Incentive
Program (EQIP), stimulates the development andtamopf innovative conservation
technologies and approaches through the suppeitobiprojects and field demonstrations. CIG
grants are designed to develop commuhbaged or markdiased solutions to watershed or
regional natural resource concerns. The grant progs open to all EQIP eligible projects and
entities, including Native American Indian Tribéat&s, and local units of government,
nonprofits, universities, and individuals.

NRCS has projects that are ready to contract asdligting new projects this winter that will be
ready to begin in the summer of 2009. The agensyohdy been fulfilling 30% of all

applications to this program. Stimulus funding waitldress this backlog and should be directed
toward labor intensive projects to benefit the private sectorkforce.

Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative (@IC$100 million/2030 jobs

The 2008 Farm Bill authorizes a hew and excitingrapch to conserving and improving our
nation’s soil, wildlife, and water resources on kg agricultural landscapes. By combining
and targeting existing conservation and resourgeaaement incentive mechanisms, the CCPI
will allow both the private and public sector tckke regional problems over a larger
geographical area. This will increase both thenax efficiency and cost effectiveness of our
resource conservation efforts. The Initiative isamteo engage the private sector in assisting
with the implementation of this program on a largeaille than is currently envisioned. Increased
funding for the Initiative will create at least ZD[dbs in the noiprofit and for profit private
sector by engaging these entities in project desighimplementation of standard conservation
practices. Specific types of expertise that wilrbguired to implement an expanded CCPI will
include agricultural engineers, equipment firmsgaoject construction, wildlife biologists,
ecologists, and administrative staff.

Many projects are pending in a backlog due to atabe of funding in past years and can be
expedited through a streamlined administrative gsec

Animal Plant Health Inspection Service

Invasive Outbreaks $100 million/2030 jobs

The Asian longhorned beetle threatens hardwoodt®reaching from New England to
Minnesota and in parts of the West. Sudden OakiDeatn invasive nenative forest pathogen
that infects and kills oaks, hardwoods, and shimiltise Pacific Coast states and across the East.
Vulnerable forests support hardwood timber, mapias and autumn foliage tourism industries,
each of which represents a muttillion dollar contribution to the economy. Furtheare, these
pests and blights threaten economic harm, job $osthe timber, agriculture, and nursery
industries, plus state, national, and internatigu@rantines. Asian longhorned beetle, in
particular, also puts urban trees in cities actibssountry at risk; these trees have a total value
of more than $600 billion. The experience in Chacabgows that the beetle can be eradicated
when sufficient resources are deployed. Stimulasgifug would allow for efforts to eradicate the
extensive Asian longhorned beetle outbreak detentbthssachusetts in summer 2008 as well as
complete eradication of previously known infestasian New York and New Jersey. Funds
would also be used to hire workers to target Suddlak Death outbreaks in Southern Oregon
and Northern California with work concentratingearly detection, host removal, and
eradication efforts. Funding would allow hiring aeguipping of hundreds of workers who
would remove the several thousand infested trgxgy @roven chemical treatments to tens of



thousands of trees exposed to the insect, and carintensified surveys to ensure that no
beetles escape.

Army Corps of Engineers

Everglades Restoration $450 million/9135 jobs

The protection and restoration of America’s Evellgks once a web of marsh and prairie
covering 4,000 square miles, is far behind schedidatinued delays will further endanger the
River of Grass and fresh drinking water suppliesSouth Florida residents, which are under
siege from increasing development and the grovhnggat of global warming. Funding these
Everglades projects now will help save a natioredgure and provide an immediate and
substantial boost to the economy. Everglades i@giorprojects will create thousands of jobs in
such industries as engineering, construction, messeand material supplies. Several projects are
authorized and ready for immediate constructiofushag:

Kissimmee River Restoration;T11 South Dade, Stormwater Treatment Area 1 Ed&slt/C
Modified Water Deliveries to Everglades NationatlRdndian River LagootSouth, Picayune
Strand, and Site 1 Impoundment.

Louisiana Coast Restoration $450 million/9135 jobs

Ensuring an economically and environmentally susiale coastal Louisiana is an urgent and
vital task for the nation as a whole. A comprehemgirotection strategy must include restoration
of the “horizontal levees” formed by barrier islarghd coastal wetlands. To restore this first line
of defense, we must act quickly to get sedimemt hé marshes and rebuild land. Where the
Mississippi River meets the Gulf of Mexico it formsomplex of deltaic estuaries that are
ecologically unique and vitally important to theaomic, environmental, and the
securityrelated concerns of the gulf region and its citzérhe swamps and marshes that
previously covered thousands of square miles oMississippi delta are disappearing at an
alarming rate primarily because these estuaries haen isolated by levees and canals from
receiving Mississippi River sediments while sealaises and the land sinks. The loss of more
than 2,000 square miles of wetlands through thesyleas led to a dramatic decrease in the
natural protection afforded by wetlands and barskands to coastal cities such as New Orleans
and Houma. The added threats posed by rising suwfater temperatures, salt water intrusion,
invasive species, and the increasing frequencyrdadsity of extreme weather events, all
exacerbated by global warming, make clear the wngead for coastal restoration and
conservation as an integral portion of the reboddsf New Orleans and the Gulf Coast. Funding
of restoration will provide immediate economic siiation, including creation of jobs, and will
begin to put the gravely compromised MississippigRidelta wetlands back on a path to
sustaining itself naturally and ensuring protectbbih.ouisiana’s traditional industries. Several
restoration programs or projects have been idedtdis shoveleady by both the State of
Louisiana (FYQ9 ‘unmet restoration needs’ transeditio state legislature) and conservation
organizations. Not only will these projects havaramediate and positive impact on
employment in the region, but will also improve tcane protection of our coastal communities
and restore this rapidly degrading ecosystem.

Mississippi River Restoration $150 million/304530b

With enactment of the 2007 Water Resources Devetoprict, Congress recognized the
importance of the Mississippi River System by givthe U.S. Army Corps of Engineers a new,
dualpurpose authority to integrate management of thex’d habitats and navigation system in
an unprecedented way. Funding the ImplementatidheoNavigation and Ecosystem



Sustainability Program (NESP) and Environmental Mpment Program (EMP) will provide
immediate economic stimulation while improving habfor this corridor that is so critical to the
economy of our nation. More than half of the fistd avildlife habitat created by the Mississippi
River's backwaters and side channels could bebp&035 if the management of the river does
not improve. This would lead to a catastrophicagmde of the nation’s most productive and
diverse inland fishery. Loss of river habitat allseatens a $6.6 billion riveecreation industry,
which supports 143,000 jobs. (A River That Workd arWWorking River, The Upper Mississippi
River Conservation Committee, January 2000.) Notheé time to build on the promise of the
new authority for NESP and the existing authortty EMP by funding these programs in the
stimulus bill through the Corps’ construction gexlieéxccount. Not only will these projects have
an immediate and positive impact on employmenthéregion, but we will realize tangible
improvements to the health of our ecosystem. Pi®jeglemented under this program undergo
independent analysis and will be monitored to asHuat project goals are being met and
taxpayer dollars are being used wisely. Fundingubh the stimulus package for the Upper
Mississippi will permit the Corps to acceleratestixig contracts for ecosystem restoration
projects.

Missouri River Recovery $21 million/426 jobs

Within the last 60 years, nearly tvioirds of the Missouri Riverthe nation’s longest riverhas
been channelized or impounded to provide expandeigation and flood control. These
improvements have negatively impacting the ecosystesulting in the listing of a number of
species. The Missouri River Fish and Wildlife ReexyvProgram funds comprehensive,
basinwide efforts to monitor and restore threatenedemthngered species and their habitats.
Currently, there are multiple projects totaling 0820 million that could be quickly
implemented through contracts with local businesBksse restoration projects include sandbar
creation, wetland restoration, levee and navigatifmastructure modification, and shoreline
stabilization.

Section 1135 and Section 206 Continuing AuthonigPams (CAPs) $350 million/8005 jobs
The Continuing Authority Programs (CAPSs), whichlude Section 206, Aquatic Ecosystem
Restoration, and Section 1135, Project modificatifam Improvement of the Environment have
been hamstrung by high demand, insufficient fun@ind a growing backlog of projects. As a
result, the programs cannot implement new restorairojects and many existing projects have
been languishing without funding. Many of the pobgealready in the program cue, some of
which have received little or no funding in recgears, have completed large portions of the
necessary design work and could quickly finalizeigies and award contracts for construction.
Because of the small nature of projects withingéh@®grams (< $ 5 million total Federal cost), a
significant investment could clear the large baglkdad quickly inject stimulus dollars into the
economy.

Environmental Protection Agency

Long Island Sound Habitat Restoration $70 milligt21 jobs

The Long Island Sound is home to 125 species dibircluding the endangered Piping Plover,
and a host of significant habitats including 29 Albdn Important Bird Areas. With 10% of the
United States population living within 50 mileslaing Island Sound, and contributing more
than $8 billion annually to the regional econonmgtecting this Nationally Significant Estuary is
a high priority. As demand for habitat conservaton water quality improvement programs in
the Sound have continued to outpace appropriatati®rized through the Long Island Sound



Stewardship and Long Island Sound Restoration Aatgling through an economic recovery
package would jumpstart restoration efforts in timportant ecosystem. The funds would be
used to improve water quality, restore tidal wedl&abitat, improve public access, monitor
water and living resources, and ensure a healtyerductive fishery. These efforts will benefit
recreation and tourism while stimulating local eayphent in construction, engineering,
materials, and other labor.

National Targeted Watershed Grants $150 million&B{abs

Addressing many of the Nation’s water quality pesb$ requires investment in innovative,
sustainable and cosffective approaches that do more with less andezdda multitude of
problems. The Targeted Watershed Grants prograposispcomprehensive watershed
management strategies that result in tangible, unabke environmental results in a relatively
short time frame. Targeted Watershed Grants supg@en infrastructure” projects including

the restoration and protection of wetlands andraafloodplains, stream stabilization and habitat
enhancement, implementation of agricultural, andsivater best management practices such as
installation of green roofs and rain gardens. Tlagg®oaches typically provide clean water and
protect communities’ water resources more-effgtctively than hard infrastructure alone. In
addition to the clean water benefits, these greagstructure projects create jobs across many
sectors including site construction and engineetargdscaping, manufacturing of construction
materials and other labor.

Since its inception in 2003, demand for Targetedarghed Grants has far exceeded available
funding and there are numerous unfunded projeateéd of financial assistance. Moreover,
since proposals must be nominated by Governorsiballleaders, the level of quality of
previously submitted applications is exceptionailyh.

Great Lakes Watershed Restoration and Toxic Sedi@ieari lup $275 million/5582 jobs

The Great Lakes are a national treasure and ca@b8mof the surface freshwater in North
America. There is a significant opportunity to cestwildlife habitat and improve water quality
while enhancing recreational opportunities in tbgion. These efforts require construction work,
materials and the engineering expertise withinllooenmunities and multiple projects could be
initiated throughout the watershed within the r@xtmonths. Contaminated sediments in the
Great Lakes hamper waterfront development, researeational opportunities, and threaten
public health. Since 2002, cleanups funded undefaiteat Lakes Legacy Act have removed
nearly a million cubic yards of toxic sedimentsifravers and harbors in the Great Lakes. These
cleanups are creating jobs and stimulating econdewelopment in Detroit, Cleveland,
Milwaukee, Buffalo, Gary, Duluth and other urbaras. According to the Brookings Institution,
cleaning up contaminated sediments is projectéactease coastal property values in the Great
Lakes by $12 to $19 billion. With an infusion ofifral funding, the Great Lakes states and other
partners are prepared to implement many new cleprajpcts in 2009.

Chesapeake Bay Habitat Restoration $100 million(2jo®s

The Chesapeake Bay is the largest estuary in titedJ8tates and is home to thousands of
species of plants, fish, and waterfowl, makinggatitical commercial and recreational resource;
however, excess nutrient and sediment pollutionplEa with habitat loss, threaten the sustained
productivity of this national resource. Currentiss than on¢hird of the Chesapeake’s water
guality goals are being met, negatively affectiggatic habitat, commercial fisheries, and
recreational opportunities. Sources of nutrient sediment pollution are being addressed
through the Small Watershed Grants Program andvaiiv@ Nutrient and Sediment Reduction



Grant Program. While funding available has incrdaseadily since 2005 to reflect the renewed
commitment to osthe-ground implementation, demand for dollars and dloall capacity to
engage in oithe-ground restoration far outstrips available fundimg2008, funding requests
totaled $84.2 million for habitat restoration amhservation projects, which represents $64
million more than is available. These projects,alhare ready to move forward, include stream
and wetland restoration projects from the headwateNY, WV and PA to the coastal plain in
MD and VA, installation of stormwater Best ManagetnBractices such as rain gardens

and green roofs in cities and suburban commurttiesighout the watershed, and
implementation of conservation practices on workaergns in rural communities from the
Delmarva Peninsula to the Shenandoah Valley, tdr@ldPennsylvania. A typical grant budget
for these projects typically includes nearly 50%dontractual services, usually to local
environmental engineering firms, construction, Erape architects, and agricultural consultants,
as well as payments directly to farmers and homeosvto implement conservation practices. In
addition to the immediate economic stimulus throtighjobs these grants support, these
investment will help to sustain the economic prdaohity of the Chesapeake Bay that has been
valued at over $678 billion (in 1987 dollars).

Puget Sound Habitat Restoration $50 million/1014sjo

Puget Sound, Washington is one of the largest estuia the United States, with more than 5
million people living along its shorelines. It ialbitat for 5 species of salmon, including the ESA
listed Chinook, as well as coho, pink, sockeye, @mngn salmon; Orca whales, and countless
species of shorebirds and seabirds. The Puget Seanmership is a new agency created to assis
the Environmental Protection Agency, along witheotstate and federal agencies to develop an
Action Agenda to help protect and restore the waibadity and habitat for Puget Sound. The
Action Agenda provides critical data and a stratiegyackling threats to the waters in and
around Puget Sound such as toxic chemicals, losoblisd oxygen levels, and loss of important
shoreline habitat that supports numerous specisthoénd wildlife, where at least 40 species
are currently at risk and there has already besathne of 10% in just the past several months.
Restoring wetlands and forage fish habitat alormgedimes will help to reverse the declines of
the salmon species and the food they depend oani@lgup water quality and improving
tributary flows and instream habitat will also beteultiple species as well as protect human
health. There are numerous state and federal agemorprofits and 14 Native American

Tribes working together to coordinate their effad$rotect and restore Puget Sound while also
providing for and protecting the future economitaliy and recreational opportunities of the
marine and shoreline areas. With an infusion oéfabfunding, many high priority projects
already identified and designed, could be implegthis coming year.

Section 319 Nanpoint Source Pollution Program $300 million/609®$o0

While water and wastewater infrastructure and@ngtipoint source control program have
realized drastic water quality improvements, 4pamt source pollution remains a significant
threat to many of the nation’s water bodies. A datlid investment in activities to address
nonpoint sources of pollution would greatly improveteraquality in the United States. Many of
the practices that would be employed involve irtfracture development and modification and
thereby stimulate jobs in local economies. For edarone practice with promise is the
construction of twestage ditches on agricultural land. These widehéei slow the flow of water
leaving agricultural landscapes, reducing the antrand sediment input to downstream water
bodies. This type of work requires constructiorolalmaterials, and equipment and could be



fulfilled through a stimulus investment in the Sewt319 norpoint source pollution program.
We recommend that this funding specifically focagpoojects that require construction or other
infrastructure modification.

Clean Water State Revolving Funtlearly 1,000 cities in the U.S. have combined ssys&ems
which spill raw sewage (CSOs) into rivers, lakex] aceans during heavy rains. Experts predict
that CSO discharges will increase as climate chamgaeys more frequent intense storms.
Reducing these untreated sewage discharges is@dap water and public

health priority, but many communities lack the reseey capital investment. The Government
Accountability Office and the EPA estimate a gafumding for wastewater, including CSOs, of
at least $277 billion over the next 20 years. ERA hlso warned that the lack of investment in
wastewater infrastructure could undo many of théewguality improvements achieved through
the Clean Water Act over the last 30 years. Speftifiding for CSO reduction in the Clean
Water State Revolving Fund can be used by comrasifidi a variety of green and engineered
solutions to reduce stormwater flows into seweis i@atment plants. Stimulus funding for the
Clean Water State Revolving Fund should specifidaltus on CSOs in the watersheds of the
Chesapeake Bay, Great Lakes, and Long Island Sound.

Department of Commerce

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NQAA)

Communitybased Restoration Program and Open Rivers $2500mi#075 jobs

The nation’s coastal areas are home to half obtlSe population and generate nearly 60% of our
GDP. Restoring ecological health in these areap@tpthe longerm sustainability of coastal
communities and coastal economies. Restored |lapdsgaovide new opportunities for
businesses through recreational activities and cential fishing industries while improving
tourism. Working with partners, the CommuHdigsed Restoration Program and Open Rivers
Initiative has the expertise to successfully impaina wide array of coastal restoration projects
that result in neaterm job creation and loAgrm economic growth by supporting natural
resourcebased economies. Over 100 projects have beenfiddrfor implementation with an
estimated funding need of over $700 million. SelMpraject examples include dam removal in
Maryland, oyster restoration on Long Island, fislsgage in Maine and restoration in Puget
Sound. NOAA is welprepared to deliver additional funding in theseaarey competitively
selecting projects based on ecological benefigsilidlity, costeffectiveness, and
sociceconomic benefits, including meeting job creatidtega.

Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery Fund $90 million/1g®3

The PCSRF was created by Congress in FY 2000 t@ssithe need to protect, restore, and
conserve Pacific salmon and steelhead, and thiettahan the states of Washington, Oregon,
California, Idaho, and Alaska. NOAA’s National Maei Fisheries Service (NMFS) administers
annual appropriations allocating PCSRF federal $undhe five states in the region as well as
the Pacific Coast and Columbia River tribes. Tla¢estand tribal entities each have a
Memorandum of Understanding with NMFS for distringttheir PCSRF federal funds to
projects for salmon and salmon habitat conservatmhrecovery. The PCSRF also leverages
significant statematching funds and ikind contributions such as volunteer participation
salmon restoration projects. Through the PCSRFstiites and tribes have invested in priority
activities for salmon recovery identified throughte and federal limiting factor assessments and
conservation planning.



Stimulus funding specifically for restoration prcie in the five states would provide new
opportunities for businesses through recreatiottaliaies and commercial fishing industries and
also improve tourism. NOAA and the states are wadpared to deliver additional funding in
these areas by competitively selecting projectedas ecological benefits, feasibility,
costeffectiveness, and soeegconomic benefits, including meeting job creatiatega.

Marine Debris Program $20 million/406 jobs

In 2006, Congress enacted the Marine Debris RdseRrevention, and Reduction Act to
identify, reduce, and prevent marine debris anddigerse impacts on the marine environment
and navigation safety. This historic movement hasthed a focused strategy to manage one of
the most preventable forms of marine pollution. fkestheir huge size and seemingly endless
bounty, the world’s oceans have been greatly ingehloy human activity, and today the
damaging effects of pollution and the fishing inmysire evident. An unnecessary threat to
marine health is marine debris, specifically old discarded fishing gear which persists for
years, causing thousands of marine animals to be@mntangled and die. However, recent
projects focusing on the removal of tons of madebris from waters of Puget Sound and the
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands National Marine Moemtrhave moved this issue into the
spotlight.

NOAA has identified the Hawaiian Islands, AlaskagBt Sound, the Gulf of Mexico, Florida,
Chesapeake Bay and the Gulf of Maine as prioritgjats for marine debris prevention and
removal efforts. Manpower, particularly enftwork fishermen and diving operations, is needed
to adequately locate, remove and dispose of husdretbns of gear.

Accelerated funding, as was intended by the Mdbeabkris Act, would significantly benefit our
nation’s coasts and bays, fish and wildlife, andgptional safety while empowering local
businesses including heavy machinery operatorotrat laborers.

Coral Reef Habitat Restoration $20 million/406 jobs

Coral reef habitats are significant contributoretm nation’s economy through tourism, science
development and resource extraction and, for maoywoisland communities and territories,
coral reef ecosystems are a primary source oftiautnparticularly in tough economic times.
Tragically, many of the coral reefs around U.Sit@nes like Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands have lost more than 50% of their coral cavéhe last 20 years. In the Coral Reef
Conservation Act of 2000, Congress recognizedrtipmortance of our nation’s coral reefs and
the need to provide protection and managemenhéset systems across 14 federal agencies in
the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force with NOAA and FW$hadead federal agencies. Through this
management regime, planning and project priortieage been identified to reverse decline of
reefs in each state and territory. Projects ramma fnstallation of upgraded sewer systems and
the restoration of water retention ponds to pregedimentation and polluted roxf, to
establishment of coral farms and new techniquesdaal restoration. Investments in these
communities will have lasting effects both for #revironment and the communities, including
cost savings for areas with increased storms aefd ege natural protection walls for many of
our island states, significantly decreasing reliigctosts in the future. Stimulus funding for
coral reef conservation will allow state and temi#dl management agencies to work with the
private sector to build the infrastructure neeaegrevent further decline and allow these
important ecosystems to recover.



If a job estimate was not available from the agenestoration jobs are calculated at 20.3 jobs
per $1 million and construction jobs calculated&b jobs per $1 million. Agency estimates are

shown in italics.
Bivens, J. Updated Employment Multipliers for theSUEconomy (EPI, 2003).



